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Resources used in Preparation of this Template: 

1. Wisconsin Statutes §§48.979 to 48.9795 

2. Understanding Guardianships, Legal Custody, and Physical Custody for School 

Professionals in Wisconsin.pdf 

3. Filing a Minor Guardianship of the Person Case.pdf 

 

To see the most current version of Appleseed’s deportation preparation resources, as 

well as translations, visit deportationpreparation.org. 

  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/xx/979
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/48.9795
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://wicciptraining.blob.core.windows.net/resources/794/Filing%20a%20Minor%20Guardianship%20of%20the%20Person%20Case%20%28UPDATED%2010.24.22%29.pdf
http://deportationpreparation.org/
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Custodial Options for Family Planning in Wisconsin1 

If you live in Wisconsin and need someone else to have the authority to care for your 

child when you cannot be there, you have four main choices. Each choice gives the 

person caring for your child different rights and responsibilities. Here’s a guide to help 

you understand your options: 

Option 1:  Delegation of Parental Authority 

When should this option be considered? 

Use it when you are unavailable for an emergency or a short period of time (less than 

one year) and need another adult to handle certain matters for your child. You may 

transfer to an “agent” all allowable parental powers or may enumerate specific powers 

that are to be transferred, such as for health care, education or employment, obtaining a 

driver’s license, travel, or other decisions that are usually made by a parent. If you have 

legal custody of the child, you will retain all of your rights and authorities over such child. 

What is it and what powers will it give the agent? 

It is a formal power of attorney signed by the parents of the child, by which the parents 

delegate specifically enumerated powers to the agent. It does not give the agent legal 

custody. 

How does this option affect my parental rights and authority? 

Your rights stay the same. A parent who has delegated his or her powers regarding the 

care and custody of a child may revoke that delegation at any time by executing a written 

revocation and notifying the agent in writing of the revocation. A written revocation 

invalidates the delegation of powers except with respect to acts already taken in reliance 

on the delegation of powers. 

Who needs to sign the form? Does it need to be notarized? 

All parents with legal custody of the child must consent in writing, as well as the agent. 

The form does not need to be notarized. 

 
1 Understanding Guardianships, Legal Custody, and Physical Custody for School Professionals in 

Wisconsin.pdf 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
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How can parents and agents use the form? 

Give a copy to the child’s school, doctor, or clinic. Keep a copy with you and give one to 

anyone else who needs to trust the caregiver’s decisions. 

For how long is the delegation valid? 

Up to one year from the date it is signed if the agent is not a relative of the child. If the 

agent is a relative of the child, the delegation can be made for longer than one year.   

Can this option be canceled or changed by the parent? 

Yes. Because you never gave up legal custody, you can end it at any time. 

Are there any costs associated with this option? 

No filing fees. 

Any other considerations? 

The following three situations require the court to approve any delegation:  

• the child is subject to a “child in need of protection or services”, “juvenile in 

need of protection or services”, delinquency, guardianship, or mental 

commitment case; 

• the requested agent is not related to the child and the delegated authority is to 

last for longer than one year; or  

• the delegation involves an Indian child as defined by Wisconsin statutes. 

Link to form: https://www.wicourts.gov/forms1/circuit/ccform.jsp?FormNumber=GF-223 

Option 2:  Temporary Guardianship2 

When should this option be considered? 

This option should be used when you are unable to care for your child for a temporary 

period of time (up to 180 days). 

 
2 Understanding Guardianships, Legal Custody, and Physical Custody for School Professionals in 
Wisconsin.pdf; Filing a Minor Guardianship of the Person Case.pdf 

https://www.wicourts.gov/forms1/circuit/ccform.jsp?FormNumber=GF-223
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://wicciptraining.blob.core.windows.net/resources/794/Filing%20a%20Minor%20Guardianship%20of%20the%20Person%20Case%20%28UPDATED%2010.24.22%29.pdf
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What is it and what powers will it give the caregiver? 

It is a court ordered arrangement that transfers specific, limited duties and decision-

making authority to the guardian and may allow you to maintain certain duties and/or 

decision-making authority for the child. 

How does this option affect my parental rights and authority? 

Certain specific, limited duties and decision-making authority are transferred to the 

guardian; however, your rights as a parent are not terminated. Any rights not delegated 

to the guardian remain your rights. 

Who may file a petition for the appointment of a guardian? 

You may file a petition for the appointment of a guardian. There will be a court hearing 

where the judge will review the petition and make a decision as to whether the 

guardianship will be granted. 

How can parents and caregivers use the form? 

After the judge signs the order, you can give certified copies to the school, doctors, 

insurance company, and anyone else who needs proof. Keep the original court papers in 

a safe place. 

For how long is the form valid? 

A temporary guardianship can be ordered up to 180 days and may be extended up to an 

additional 180-day period by the court for good cause shown. 

Can this option be canceled or changed by the parent? 

You may petition the court to end the guardianship, which the court shall terminate, if at a 

hearing, the court finds that it has been proved by clear and convincing evidence that 

there has been a substantial change in circumstances since the last order affecting the 

guardianship was entered and you are willing and able to carry out the duties of a 

guardian and if the court determines that termination of the guardianship would be in the 

best interests of the child. This is not an instantaneous process. 

Are there any costs associated with this option? 

There is no fee to file a minor guardianship petition. You may be ordered by the court to 

reimburse the child’s guardian ad litem or adversary counsel fees. Additionally, you may 

hire your own attorney at your own expense. 
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Any other considerations? 

The guardian being nominated must fill out a form as well (form JN-1514). 

Link to form: https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-

1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en 

Option 3:  Emergency Guardianship3 

When should this option be considered? 

This option should be used when an emergency arises and you are unable to care for 

your child for an immediate and brief period of time (up to 60 days). 

What is it and what powers will it give the caregiver? 

It is a court ordered arrangement that provides for the immediate appointment of an 

emergency guardian. The court’s determination and order appointing the emergency 

guardian shall specify the authority of the emergency guardian and shall be limited to 

those acts that are reasonably related to the reasons for the appointment that are 

specified in the petition for emergency guardianship. 

How does this option affect my parental rights and authority? 

Specific duties that are reasonably related to the reasons for the appointment that are 

specified in the petition for emergency guardianship are transferred to the guardian; 

however, your rights as a parent are not terminated. Any rights not delegated to the 

guardian remain your rights. 

Who may file a petition for the appointment of a guardian? 

Any person, including you, may file a petition for the appointment of an emergency 

guardian. There will be a court hearing where the judge will review the petition and make 

a decision as to whether the guardianship will be granted. 

How can parents and caregivers use the form? 

After the judge signs the order, you can give certified copies to the school, doctors, 

insurance company, and anyone else who needs proof. Keep the original court papers in 

a safe place. 

 
3 Understanding Guardianships, Legal Custody, and Physical Custody for School Professionals in 
Wisconsin.pdf; Filing a Minor Guardianship of the Person Case.pdf 

https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://wicciptraining.blob.core.windows.net/resources/794/Filing%20a%20Minor%20Guardianship%20of%20the%20Person%20Case%20%28UPDATED%2010.24.22%29.pdf
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For how long is the form valid? 

An emergency guardianship can be ordered up to 60 days. 

Can this option be canceled or changed by the parent? 

You may petition the court to end the guardianship, which the court shall terminate, if at a 

hearing, the court finds that it has been proved by clear and convincing evidence that 

there has been a substantial change in circumstances since the last order affecting the 

guardianship was entered and you are willing and able to carry out the duties of a 

guardian and if the court determines that termination of the guardianship would be in the 

best interests of the child. This is not an instantaneous process. 

Are there any costs associated with this option? 

There is no fee to file a minor guardianship petition. You may be ordered by the court to 

reimburse the child’s guardian ad litem or adversary counsel fees. Additionally, you may 

hire your own attorney at your own expense. 

Any other considerations? 

The guardian being nominated must fill out a form as well (form JN-1514). 

Link to form: https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1504.pdf?formNumber=JN-

1504&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en 

Option 4:  Limited Guardianship4 

When should this option be considered? 

This option should be used when you are unable to care for your child for a more 

extended period of time or for certain specific decisions. 

What is it and what powers will it give the caregiver? 

It is a court ordered arrangement that transfers specific, limited duties and decision-

making authority to the guardian and may allow you to maintain certain duties and/or 

decision-making authority for the child. 

 
4 Understanding Guardianships, Legal Custody, and Physical Custody for School Professionals in 
Wisconsin.pdf; Filing a Minor Guardianship of the Person Case.pdf 

https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1504.pdf?formNumber=JN-1504&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1504.pdf?formNumber=JN-1504&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Understanding_Guardianships_Legal_Custody_and_Physical_Custody_for_School_Professionals_in_Wisconsin.pdf
https://wicciptraining.blob.core.windows.net/resources/794/Filing%20a%20Minor%20Guardianship%20of%20the%20Person%20Case%20%28UPDATED%2010.24.22%29.pdf
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How does this option affect my parental rights and authority? 

Certain specific, limited duties and decision-making authority are transferred to the 

guardian; however, your rights as a parent are not terminated. Any rights not delegated 

to the guardian remain your rights. 

Who may file a petition for the appointment of a limited guardian? 

You may file a petition for the appointment of a limited guardian. There will be a court 

hearing where the judge will review the petition and make a decision as to whether the 

limited guardianship will be granted. 

How can parents and caregivers use the form? 

After the judge signs the order, you can give certified copies to the school, doctors, 

insurance company, and anyone else who needs proof. Keep the original court papers in 

a safe place. 

For how long is the form valid? 

A limited guardianship will last until the child is 18, unless earlier terminated. 

Can this option be canceled or changed by the parent? 

You may petition the court to end the limited guardianship, which the court shall 

terminate, if at a hearing, the court finds that it has been proved by clear and convincing 

evidence that there has been a substantial change in circumstances since the last order 

affecting the guardianship was entered and you are willing and able to carry out the 

duties of a guardian and if the court determines that termination of the guardianship 

would be in the best interests of the child. This is not an instantaneous process. 

Are there any costs associated with this option? 

There is no fee to file a minor limited guardianship petition. You may be ordered by the 

court to reimburse the child’s guardian ad litem or adversary counsel fees. Additionally, 

you may hire your own attorney at your own expense. 

Any other considerations? 

The limited guardian being nominated must fill out a form as well (form JN-1514). 

Link to form: https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-

1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en 

 
 

https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
https://www.wicourts.gov/formdisplay/JN-1501.pdf?formNumber=JN-1501&formType=Form&formatId=2&language=en
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Sample Forms and Petitions 
Samples of the form or petition for each of these custodial arrangements 

appear on the following pages. 
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Delegation of Parental Authority 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, CIRCUIT COURT,        COUNTY  

IN THE INTEREST OF 
 
      
Name 
 

      
Date of Birth 

 Amended 
 

Power of Attorney 
Delegating Parental Power 
(§48.979, Wis. Stats.) 
 

Case No.       
 

I STATE ON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

 

This power of attorney is for the purpose of providing for the care and custody of: 

1. Child’s Name, Address 

      

Child’s Date of Birth 

      

  

2. I, [Name and address of parent ]        state that I have legal custody of the child named above. (Only a parent who 

has legal custody may use this form.) 
  

3. I delegate my parental power to [Name of agent]       . 
 Agent’s Address:       
 Agent’s telephone number(s):       
 Agent’s email address:       
 Relationship of agent to child:       
  

4. The parental power I am delegating is as follows: 
  Full parental power regarding the care and custody of the child named above. 
  Partial parental power regarding the care and custody of the child named above. 
   The power to consent to all health care. 

   The power to consent to only the following health care: 

    Ordinary or routine health care, excluding major surgical procedures, extraordinary 
procedures, and experimental treatment. 

    Emergency blood transfusion. 

    Dental care. 

    Disclosure of health information about the child. 

   The power to consent to educational and vocational services. 

   The power to consent to the employment of the child. 

   The power to consent to the disclosure of confidential information, other than health information, 
about the child. 

   The power to provide for the care and custody of the child. 

   The power to consent to the child obtaining a motor vehicle operator’s license. 

   The power to travel with the child outside the State of Wisconsin. 

   The power to obtain substitute care, such as child care, for the child. 

   Other specifically delegated powers or limits on delegated powers: 

   See attached 

        . 

  

5. This delegation of parental powers does not deprive a custodial or noncustodial parent of any of his or her 
powers regarding the care and custody of the child, whether granted by court order or force of law.  
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6. This document may not be used to delegate the power to consent to: 

  the marriage or adoption of the child, 
  the performance or inducement of an abortion on or for the child, 
  the termination of parental rights to the child, 
  enlistment of the child in the U.S.. armed forces, or 
  to place the child in a foster home, group home, shelter care facility, or inpatient treatment facility. 
  

 
7. This Power of Attorney takes effect on [Date]         and will remain in effect until [Date]      . 

  If no termination date is given, this Power of Attorney will remain in effect for a period of one year after the 
effective date, but no longer. 

  This Power of Attorney may be revoked in writing at any time by a parent who has legal custody of the 
child and such a revocation invalidates the delegation of parental powers made by this Power of 
Attorney, except with respect to acts already taken in reliance on this Power of Attorney. 

  
 8. The child is subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court under s. 48.13, 48.14, 938.12, 938.13, or 938.14, 

Wis. Stats. 
  I will file this proposed Power of Attorney Delegating Parental Power with the Juvenile Court for approval. 
  I request the Juvenile Court issue an Order Approving Delegation of Powers under §48.979, Wis. Stats. 

(GF-222). 
  

 9. The child is an Indian child. 
  I request the Juvenile Court schedule a hearing to issue a Certificate to Delegation of Powers under 

§48.979, Wis. Stats., of an Indian Child (IW-1783B). 
  I will sign and file the Consent to Delegation of Powers under §48.979, Wis. Stats., of an Indian Child 

(IW-1783A) with the court at the hearing. 
  

10. The delegation is to an agent who is not a relative of the child and would remain in effect for longer than one 
year. 

  I will file this proposed Power of Attorney Delegating Parental Power with the Juvenile Court for approval. 
  I request the court schedule a hearing to approve the delegation of parental powers within 45 days of the 

filing of this form. 
  I will provide notice of the hearing and a copy of this form to the child (if 12 years or older), the child’s 

guardian ad litem and counsel, parents, person nominated as agent, and any guardian, legal custodian, 
physical custodian, Indian custodian, organization facilitating the delegation, and tribe at least 10 days 
before the date of the hearing. This form and notice shall be served in person or by first class mail. 

  
  
  
►      
Parent’s Signature 

      

Name Printed or Typed 

      

Address 

            

Email Address Telephone Number 

      
Date 

►      
Parent’s Signature 

      

Name Printed or Typed 

      

Address 

            

Email Address Telephone Number 

      
Date 
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11. Witnessing of signature(s) (optional) 

State of       

County of       

This document was signed before me on [Date]       by [Name of parents]       . 

Signature of notary      . 

My commission expires:      . 

  
12.  I, [Name and address of agent]       understand that [Name of parents]       has/have delegated to me the 

powers specified in this Power of Attorney regarding the care and custody of [Name of child]      . 
 I further understand that this Power of Attorney may be revoked in writing at any time by a parent who has 

legal custody of [Name of child]      . 
 I hereby declare that I have read this Power of Attorney, understand the powers delegated to me by this 

Power of Attorney, am fit, willing, and able to undertake those powers, and accept those powers. 
 

  
  
 ►      

Agent’s Signature 

      

Name Printed or Typed 

      

Address 

            

Email Address Telephone Number 

      
Date 

  
13. Parent(s) may indicate where they may be located during the term of the Power of Attorney (if different from 

the address(es) set forth above.) 

 I, [Name of parent]       can be located at: 

Address(es)       

Telephone number(s)       

Email address(es)       

Or by contacting [Name]       

Address(es)       

Telephone number(s)       

Email address(es)       
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JN 1501 – Petition for Appointment of Guardian (Limited/Temporary) 
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JN 1504 – Petition for Appointment of Guardian (Emergency) 
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Obtaining Birth Certificates 

Wisconsin birth records since October 1907 may be ordered online from Wisconsin’s Vital 

Records Office at: 

https://www.vitalchek.com/wistorefront/customer/wi/wiHome.xhtml?click_id=592505259

768217602&ppc=0 

  

https://www.vitalchek.com/wistorefront/customer/wi/wiHome.xhtml?click_id=592505259768217602&ppc=0
https://www.vitalchek.com/wistorefront/customer/wi/wiHome.xhtml?click_id=592505259768217602&ppc=0
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Immunizations 

People can obtain immunization records through the Wisconsin Immunization Registry at 

this link: https://www.dhfswir.org/PR/clientSearch.do?language=en 

 

  

https://www.dhfswir.org/PR/clientSearch.do?language=en
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Consulates in Wisconsin5 

Country  Address  Contact Information  

Belgium 330 East Kilbourn Ave., Suite 1100 
Tower 1 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-847-6154 

Denmark 825 N. Jefferson Street, Suite 300 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

612-850-5155 

Guatemala 3213 Marty Rd. 
Madison, WI 53719 

608-843-8886 

Japan 2708 Lakeland Ave. 
Madison, WI 53704 

608-244-6690 

Luxembourg 101 E. Grand Avenue, Suite 11 
Port Washington, WI 53074 

414-640-9140 

Mexico 1443 N. Prospect Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-944-7586 

Norway 7898 Summerfield Drive 
Verona, WI 53593 

608-345-2734 

South Africa 200 E. Wells Street, Room 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-286-2221 

 

 
5 Embassy Pages, Wisconsin Foreign consulates  Consulates in Wisconsin, United States 

https://www.embassypages.com/state/wisconsin
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